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Background
The integrated and indivisible nature of the SDGs reflect an evolving understanding of health as determinant, outcome and indicator of sustainable development – and a shift towards a more holistic vision of health and wellbeing. The system which supports the advancement of national health outcomes is, thus, at an inflection point. In contrast to the MDG era, which focused on delineation and division of responsibility, the SDGs require that approaches to health seek synergies and linkages in their interactions, across sectors and among all levels of government.  To this end, there is an emerging sentiment among public health and global health experts, including WHO, that there is an urgent need for alignment (including joint accountability) and re-orientation of global health processes/events to ensure achievement of SDG3 and health-related targets.  

In recent years health has had a growing presence at the UNGA and Security Council, as UNGA has recognized the role of health as both a sustainable development and foreign policy priority. Bringing specific health issues to the attention of heads of government and to the foreign policy community draws the highest level political attention to issues of global importance that are not amenable to technical solutions alone, and which require sustained political action with a whole-of-government approach and society. 

However, space on the UNGA agenda is finite and the World Health Assembly (WHA) must remain the primary focus for global health governance and technical guidance. WHA, which takes place annually, draws technical and political conclusions with the convergence of all health sector stakeholders.  Geneva maintains the technical health expertise needed to best guide health sector policy, norms, and standards, while New York’s added value is in its capacity to provide the political engagement necessary, across sectors, to ensure buy-in to an overall agenda for action. This approach will help prevent duplication with Geneva, reduce fragmentation within the health sector and ultimately lessen the risk of diluting high-level political attention to health priorities, which may result from an overabundance of health-related meetings at the UN. 

Comprehensive review on the implementation of the Political Declaration on UHC in 2023
The approach taken by Member States to elaborate a high-level political declaration of commitments on UHC, inclusive of all major global health priorities, recognizes the need to address disease-, demographic-, and context-specific dimensions of health for UHC, and demonstrates the will to unify critical elements of the health agenda, through the implementation of UHC policies.
In this regard, an UNGA high-level meeting to comprehensively review the implementation of the political declaration on UHC affords a vital opportunity to re-think how to leverage the highest political forum to accelerate progress towards the achievement of universal health coverage by 2030.  By ensuring alignment in New York there is a greater opportunity to lift up the political prominence and high-level participation in 2023, while also protecting the relevance of WHA in Geneva.
As an outcome of the political declaration, a follow-up meeting in 2023 is proposed to align the health related processes of the General Assembly – particularly the outcomes of the High-Level Meetings on ending AIDS, ending tuberculosis, tackling antimicrobial resistance, and the prevention and control of non-communicable diseases – through their essential links with UHC and health for all by 2030.  

Such a meeting in 2023 offers and ideal entry point given that 2023 is the mid-point for the 2030 agenda and an opportune time to measure progress; assess remaining gaps; and to take action to accelerate progress. Additionally, WHO’s 13th General Programme of Work concludes in 2023 (approved by member states) and provide another stocktake opportunity of health-related SDGs. 

A follow-up meeting in 2023 would not need to be constrained to a one day review during UNGA high-level week, but could be held over several days, ensuring that priority issues, particularly those with existing mandated reviews by the General Assembly, are given the appropriate level of visibility and attention. The design and format of the 2023 meeting should be determined by member states in the modalities resolution.

Reporting Mechanisms
A meeting in 2023, with a progress report in 2021 and report to inform the high-level meeting in 2023, align with WHO’s existing monitoring reports on UHC, and enables sufficient time to allow for a meaningful analysis of achievements and gaps, as well as to identify and implement amendments and accelerators needed to achieve the 2030 targets. 
Follow up every two years will also be beneficial for informing stakeholders and financing sources such as the World Bank and GAVI, so that longer periods of time do not pass without updates on UHC. 

